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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  your  area  for  the  year,  1963. 

The  Vital  Statistics  do  not  compare  so  favourably  with  1962. 
The  birth  rate  is  higher.  The  infant  mortality  is  much  higher  and  is 
over  two  and  a  half  times  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales. 
There  were  fourteen  deaths  as  against  ten  last  year.  Of  these  fourteen 
deaths,  eight  died  under  one  week ;  three  more  under  one  month ; 
one  at  one  month ;  one  at  two  months  and  one  at  three  months.  Again 
of  these  fourteen  infant  deaths,  two  died  from  infection ;  six  from 
prematurity ;  one  from  prematurity  with  abnormalities  ;  one  from 
prematurity  with  infection  ;  two  from  infection  with  abnormalities  and 
two  from  multiple  abnormalities.  Eleven  of  the  babies  died  in  hospital. 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  is  higher  than  last  year,  but  is  only  very  slightly 
above  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  Death  Rate  is  higher  than  last  year.  There  were  two  hundred 
and  thirty  seven  deaths  as  against  two  hundred  and  one  in  1962. 
Of  the  two  hundred  and  thirty  seven  deaths  almost  three-quarters 
died  over  sixty-five  years  of  age ;  fifty-seven  died  65-75  ;  eighty-two 
between  75  and  85,  and  twenty- three  were  between  85  and  95. 

The  number  of  cases  of  cancer  of  all  parts  of  the  body  has  decreased 
from  forty  in  1962  to  thirty-four  this  year.  Cancer  of  the  lung  or 
bronchus  is  more  than  halved — five  cases  this  year  as  against  twelve 
last  year.  This  has  not  followed  the  general  trend  for  England  and 
Wales. 

There  were  eighty-eight  deaths  due  to  diseases  of  the  heart  and 
circulatory  system  and  sixteen  deaths  from  pneumonia. 

There  were  five  notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  against 
seven  in  1962.  This  is  one  more  than  our  lowest  record  in  1961. 

Only  three  hundred  and  sixty  persons  attended  for  x-ray  during 
the  visit  of  the  miniature  mass  radiography  unit.  No  new  cases  of 
tuberculosis  were  notified  as  a  result,  but  one  person  required  supervi¬ 
sion.  Three  cases  of  pneumoconiosis  and  seventeen  other  conditions 
were  discovered.  Details  are  given  later  in  the  report. 

BCG  vaccinations  against  tuberculosis  was  continued  in  the 
schools  as  in  previous  years  with  satisfactory  results.  Full  co-operation 
was  given  by  all  head  teachers. 

Notifications  of  infectious  diseases  totalled  three  hundred  and  forty- 
seven.  Measles  accounting  for  two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  of  these — 
being  spread  out  over  the  twelve  months. 

There  were  forty-nine  notifications  of  whooping  cough  and  eight 
of  scarlet  fever.  There  were  three  cases  of  dysentery. 


8 


Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  by  the  oral  method  is  now  offered 
in  schools  as  well  as  in  clinics  and  general  practitioner’s  surgeries. 
This  year  vaccination  against  tetanus  was  incorporated  with  diphtheria 
and  offered  to  school  children  under  10  years.  There  was  a  good  response 
from  those  not  already  protected.  We  hope  to  do  this  each  year  in 
future,  offering  it  to  all  new  entrants. 

Meals  on  Wheels  were  continued  for  elderly  people  who  were 
more  or  less  incapacitated.  Dinners  were  supplied  to  twenty-four 
persons  twice  per  week.  A  van  was  supplied  by  the  Council  to  the 
W.V.S.  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  to  carry  out  this  function. 

During  the  year  we  decided  to  receive  into  her  mother’s  home 
a  reputed  Typhoid  carrier  from  a  distant  hospital.  After  her  arrival 
samples  were  taken  regularly  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  but  no 
positive  results  were  obtained.  We  continued  sampling  but  all  proved 
negative.  We  were  very  fortunate  that  she  cleared  up  fully,  as  a  typhoid 
carrier  in  our  midst  is  not  contemplated  with  complete  equanimity. 

The  Council  did  not  approve  that  fluoridation  of  the  water  supply 
should  be  recommended  to  the  Durham  County  Water  Board. 

The  alarm  bell  system  was  installed  in  the  Derwent  Terrace 
bungalows.  Unfortunately  it  was  not  possible  to  provide  a  Warden 
Service. 

During  the  year  one  hundred  and  three  new  houses  were  erected. 
Seventy-two  were  built  by  the  North  Eastern  Housing  Association 
Ltd.,  with  state  assistance  and  thirty-one  by  private  enterprise. 

The  final  effluent  turned  out  at  the  Sewage  works  at  Tudhoe  Village 
is  about  the  same  as  last  year.  The  Council’s  Consultant  Engineer  is 
dealing  with  a  scheme  of  extension  to  the  existing  works  in  conjunction 
with  the  Industrial  Estate  extensions  near  the  Great  North  Road. 
The  final  effluent  from  the  Byers  Green  Sewage  Works  usually  satisfies 
the  requirements  of  the  River  Board. 

Though  there  is  to  be  a  new  town  centre  and  a  new  bus  station, 
not  very  much  evidence  is  visible  yet. 

I  would  again  like  to  acknowledge  the  consideration  and  courtesy 
shown  to  me  by  my  Council  and  express  my  thanks  to  the  staff  of  the 
Health  Department  for  another  year’s  good  work. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Jo.  M.  Hegarty,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Spennymoor. 

August,  1964. 
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Population 

,  The  Registrar  General’s  figure  calculated  to  the  middle  of  1963 
gives  the  resident  population  of  the  District  as  18,990.  This  figure 
represents  a  reduction  of  1 10  on  the  previous  year  and  an  decrease  of 
50  on  the  1939  figure. 


The  approximate  population  of  the  various  Wards  in  the  District 
has  been  assessed  as  follows  : — 


Spennymoor  Ward 

. 4,202 

Low  Spennjmioor  Ward 

. 1,547 

Middlestone  Moor  Ward 

. .  3,518 

Kirk  Merrington  Ward  . . . 

.  962 

Byers  Green  Ward 

. 1,100 

Tudhoe  Ward  . 

. 7,661 

Total  Population  . 18,990 


Area 

The  District  covers,  7,543  acres  and  includes  the  villages  of 
Middlestone  Moor,  Byers  Green  and  Kirk  Merrington,  with  an 
acreage  of : — 


Spennjmioor  Ward 

. 1,134 

Low  Spennymoor  Ward 

.  329 

Aiiddlestone  Moor  Ward 

. 1,215 

Kirk  Merrington  Ward  . . . 

. 1,822 

Byers  Green  Ward 

. 1,130 

Tudhoe  Ward  . 

. 1,913 

Total  Acreage 

...  7,543 

Inhabited  Houses 

The  estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  District  according 
to  our  records  at  the  end  of  December,  1963,  was  6,171. 

Rateable  Value 

The  Rateable  Value  of  the  District  on  31st  March,  1963  was 
£172,815. 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate 

The  product  of  a  penny  rate  on  31st  March,  1963,  was 
£677.  Os.  Od. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  1963  WITH  COMPARISONS 
OF  THE  PRE-WAR  AND  POST-WAR  PERIODS. 


Births  1963 

Live  Births : — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Birth  Rate 

Legitimate  . . . 

...  157 

158 

315\ 

Illegitimate  ... 

...  8 

5 

13/ 

17.44 

165 

163 

328 

Still  Births  : — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Birth  Rate 

Legitimate  . . . 

2 

•  •  •  ^ 

2 

4\ 

Illegitimate  ... 

•  •  • 

— 

-/ 

.210 

2 

2 

4 

For  comparative  purposes  the  crude  rates  are  given  for  the  three 
previous  years  and  for  the  three  years  immediately  prior  to  the  War  : — 


Live 

Births. 

Still 

Births. 

Birth  Rate  per  1^000  pop. 

Live  Births. 

Still  Births. 

1936 

271 

18 

17.50 

1.17 

1937 

318 

16 

17.20 

0.86 

1938 

319 

9 

16.50 

0.46 

1960 

336 

7 

16.96 

0.592 

1961 

329 

5 

17.216 

0.366 

1962 

310 

5 

16.23 

0.261 
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As  from  1963,  the  Standard  Rate  has  been  shown  on  all  vital 
statistics. 


Extracts  from  National 

Statistics  are 

given  for 

comparative 

purposes  : — 

Spennymoor 

Durham 

England 

District. 

County. 

and  Wales. 

Live  Births  per  1,000  pop. 

17.44 

18.2 

18.2 

Still  Births  per  1,000  live  and 

still  births  . 

21.32 

19.1 

17.3 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  Uve 

births  . 

52.06 

22.45 

20.9 

Neo-natal  Mortality  per 

1,000  live  births 

40.89 

15.0 

14.2 

Perinatal  Mortality  per  1,000 

total  live  and  still  births 

44.09 

32.4 

29.3 

Deaths  1963 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Rate. 

Deaths .  115 

122  237 

12.4 

Infant  Mortality  6 

8  14 

52.06  per  1,000  Births. 

Pre-War  and  Post-War  periods  are  enumerated  for  comparison 


1936 

Deaths 

193  deaths  giving  a  rate  of 

12.16  per  1,000  pop. 

Infant  Mortality 

21  „  jj  jj 

77.50  per  1,000  Births. 

1937 

Deaths 

236  deaths  giving  a  rate  of 

12.80  per  1,000  pop. 

Infant  Mortality 

24  „  „  ,, 

75.47  per  1,000  Births. 

1938 

Deaths 

239  deaths  giving  a  rate  of 

12.30  per  1,000  pop. 

Infant  Mortality 

19  j,  „  jj 

53.03  per  1,000  Births. 

1960 

Deaths 

221  deaths  giving  a  rate  of 

11.15  per  1,000  pop. 

Infant  Mortahty 

11  3  5  33  33 

32.74  per  1,000  Births. 

1961 

Deaths 

200  deaths  giving  a  rate  of 

10.47  per  1,000  pop. 

Infant  Mortality 

11  33  33  33 

33.43  per  1,000  Births. 

1962 

Deaths 

201  deaths  giving  a  rate  of 

10.52  per  1,000  pop. 

Infant  Mortality 

5  33  33  33 

31.74  per  1,000  Births. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Males 


All  Causes 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  system 

Tuberculosis,  other  ...  . 

Syphilitic  disease  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Meningococcal  Infections  . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease  ... 

Mahgnant  neoplasm,  stomach . 

Mahgnant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  . . . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

Diabetes  ... 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease  . 

Other  circulatory  disease  . 

Influenza  ... 

Pneumonia  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum  . . . 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

Hyper-plasia  of  prostate  . 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Congenital  malformations  . 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

All  other  accidents  . 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


115 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

5 


10 

1 

21 

25 

11 

3 

7 

9 


3 


1 

5 

3 

3 

1 


Females 

122 


3 

3 

3 

8 


18 

22 

2 

20 

5 

9 

2 

2 


1 

18 

2 

4 


Heart  and  other  circulatory  diseases  account  for  37.13%  of  the 
total  number  of  deaths,  a  decrease  of  5.65%  over  the  previous  year. 
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Deaths  according  to  Age  Groups 


75  and  Total  all 


5— 

15—  25—  35—  45— 

55— 

65— 

over. 

Ages. 

Males 

8 

—  2  4  11 

19 

26 

45 

115 

Females 

10 

1—25 

17 

28 

59 

122 

237 

TUBERCULOSIS  1963 


The  following  cases  remained  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the 


year : — 


Males 

Females 


Pulmonary.  Non  Pulmonary. 

74  18 

46  23 


120  41 


The  above  figures  represent  a  reduction  of  one  non-pul  monary 
and  seven  pulmonary  cases  on  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  deaths]  represents  .62%  of  the  cases  on  the 
register. 

The  number  of  known  Tuberculosis  cases  in  the  District  repre¬ 
sents  .84%  of  the  population,  this  being  .04%  below  last  year’s  figure. 


MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  UNIT. 


Summary  of  Statistical  Information — Spennymoor  Survey. 


No.  X-rayed  ...  . . 

Male. 

...  161 

Female. 

199 

Total 

360 

No.  referred  to  Chest  Clinic  . 

...  5 

2 

7 

Abnormalities  Revealed  : 

0.  Tub.  Close  supervision  or  treatment 

1.  Tub:  occasional  supervision 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

2.  Acquired  cardiac  . 

...  3 

3 

6 

3.  Pneumoconiosis  without  P.M.F.  ... 

...  3 

— 

3 

4.  Other  conditions  . 

...  10 

7 

17 

14 


SUMMARY  OF 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATIONS 


Under 

Age  Group.  1  yr. 

1  + 

3  + 

5  + 

10+ 

15  + 

25  years 
&  over. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

2 

4 

2 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

10 

12 

20 

4 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

5 

Measles  . 

14 

77 

100 

78 

9 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

—  ■ 

— 

'  ■ 

“  —  • 

'  ■  ' 

1 

Tuberculosis 

Males 

Pulmonary 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Meninges  and  C.N.S. 
Other . 

1 

Females 

Pulmonary 

Meninges  and  C.N.S. 
Other . 

TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  THE  NOTIFICATION  OF 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  DISTRICT  DURING 


THE  YEAR 

Disease. 

Cases  notified. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

o 

•  •  •  •  •  •  ^ 

Acute  Pneumonia  . 

7 

•  •  •  •  •  •  f 

Measles  ... 

.  279 

Dysentery  . 

3 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

•  •  •  •  •  •  8 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

•  •  •  « •  *  1 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  TUBERCULOSIS)  during  1963 
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NOTIFICATIONS  BY  WARDS  (CIVILIAN) 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

No  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  during  the  Year. 

The  following  particulars  have  been  supplied  by  the  County 
Authority  of  immunisation  work  relating  to  the  Area  for  the  year  under 
review  : — 

(Singly  or  in  Combination)  Primary  Reinforcing 

Injection.  Injection. 

628  561 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation. 

(Singly  or  in  combination).  One-hundred-and-ninety-six  primary 
and  twenty-eight  “  booster  ”  vaccinations  were  administered. 

Smallpox  Vaccination. 

Six  hundred  and  seventy-six  primary  and  three  hundred  re¬ 
vaccinations  were  carried  out. 

Poliomyelitis  Immunisation. 

No  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  notified  during  the  year. 

The  following  particulars  have  been  supplied  by  the  County 
Authority  of  vaccination  work  relating  to  the  area  for  the  year  1963. 

(Oral)  3rd  vaccination  .  326 

17  received  one  Oral  after  two  injections. 

109  received  second  injection. 

8  received  third  injection. 

6  received  fourth  injection. 

89  received  one  Oral  after  third  injection  Salk. 

2  received  one  oral  after  3rd  oral. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

The  following  particulars  have  been  supplied  by  the  County 
Authority  of  vaccination  work  relating  to  children  attending  schools 
in  the  area  for  the  year  1963. 

411  children  were  Heaf  tested. 

29  children  were  positive. 

363  children  were  negative. 

360  children  were  vaccinated. 

Home  Help. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-nine  senior  citizens  were  supplied  during 
the  year  with  a  home  help. 
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The  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Spennymoor  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  of  reporting  upon  the  work  of  your  public 
health  inspectors  during  the  year,  1963. 

Although  the  Council  did  not  erect  any  new  houses  during  the  year, 
the  North  Eastern  Housing  Association  constructed  the  first  110  houses 
upon  the  seventy-two  acre  Weardale  Site,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Council.  Seventy-one  of  these  houses  have  been  occupied  during  the 
year  and  the  remainder  are  expected  to  be  completed  before  the  Spring 
of  1964. 

The  increased  number  of  vacated  Council  and  Association  houses 
has  been  maintained  and  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  this  indicates 
the  continued  removal  of  some  families  from  the  district,  to  work  else¬ 
where  in  the  country  ;  a  state  of  affairs  which  should  be  reversed.  The 
occupation  of  the  new  factory  now  being  erected  at  Thinford  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  should  result  in  reducing  this  outward  movement  of 
population. 

Slum  Clearance  has  been  continued  with  the  making  of  Orders  by 
the  Council  upon  properties  in  South  Terrace,  Spennymoor,  Durham 
Street,  Middlestone  Moor  and  Church  Street,  Byers  Green — a  total  of 
50  houses  are  involved. 

Further  houses  have  also  been  improved  with  grants  from  the  Council. 
A  total  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  houses  have  so  far  been  im¬ 
proved.  Although  this  number  appears  to  be  satisfactory,  it  only  repre¬ 
sents  6.39%  of  the  privately  owned  houses  in  the  district,  and  many  of 
these  houses  are  in  need  of  reconditioning.  There  have  been  no  applica¬ 
tions  during  the  year  for  the  revocation  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

The  inspection  of  all  meat  carcases  slaughtered  in  the  district  has 
been  maintained  and  with  the  coming  into  operation  of  charges  for 
Meat  Inspection  under  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963  which 
have  operated  since  the  1st  October,  1963,  we  have  experienced  a 
25%  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  killed  and  inspected.  The 
charge  made  for  this  work  has  not  proved  a  deterrent  to  increased 
throughput  in  the  local  slaughterhouses. 
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Refuse  disposal  facilities  have  assumed  greater  importance  with  the 
concentration  of  almost  all  our  refuse  into  the  Scurr’s  Refuse  Tip  in 
Rock  Road.  This  had  been  necessary  due  to  the  impassable  condition 
of  the  road  leading  to  our  Tudhoe  Refuse  Tip.  We  have  discontinued 
its  use  owing  to  the  heavy  traffic  on  this  road  of  contrators  lorries  remov¬ 
ing  material  from  the  adjoining  old  colliery  spoil  helps.  Negotiations 
are  now  proceeding  in  the  acquisition  of  another  tipping  site  to  the 
west  of  our  rapidly  filling  Scurr’s  Tip,  which  is  expected  to  be  complete¬ 
ly  filled  by  the  end  of  1965.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  salvage  sales  are 
little  above  the  previous  year’s  figures,  this  is  due  to  the  continuance 
of  Quota  arrangements  by  the  Board  Mills,  upon  local  authority  sup¬ 
plies. 

Housing  repairs  in  existing  houses  have  continued  to  receive 
attention  and  food  premises  have  also  been  the  subject  of  increased 
inspection. 

May  I  conclude  by  thanking  the  Chairman  and  the  Members  of 
the  Council  for  their  great  interest  and  encouragement ;  also  the 
Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  unfailing  advice  and  assistance ; 
to  the  Office  Staff  for  methodical  work  and  also  the  Foreman  and 
members  of  the  Cleansing  staff,  without  whose  willing  co-operation 
the  work  could  not  have  been  performed. 


I  remain, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  W.  SWALES, 

M.R.S.H.,  A.M.I.P.H.E. 


Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 
Spennymoor, 
August,  1964. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Summary  of  Notices  served  and  work  done  in  the  Public  Health 
Inspector’s  Department  during  the  Year,  1963. 

1 .  General  Summary. 


No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions. 

No.  of 
Informal 
Notices 
served. 

No.  of 
Statutory 
Notices 
served. 

Defects 

remedied 

after 

Notice. 

Housing  : 

Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts  . . . 

1,307 

57 

23 

50 

Overcrowding  . . . 

865 

1 

— 

1 

Sanitary  Conveni¬ 
ences  : 

Insufficient 

53 

1 

1 

Defective 

10 

2 

— 

2 

Drainage 

425 

3 

— 

3 

Water  Supply  .. 

28 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Premises  ... 

289 

21 

1 

8 

Shops  Act 

240 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughter  Houses 
Public  ... 

Private... 

859 

1 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans,  etc 

18 

2 

3 

3 

Offensive  Trades 

10 

— 

— 

Factories  and 
Workplaces 

6 

Offensive 

Accumulations 

9 

_ 

- 

Smoke  Nuisances 

23 

— 

— 

— 

Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests 
Act,  1949 

303 

Other  inspections 

369 

Total 

4,814 

92 

28 

68 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  water-closets 
Ash-closets  converted  into  water-closets 
Total  number  of  water-closets  in  District 
Total  number  of  ash-closets  in  District 
Total  number  of  ash-pit  privies  in  District 


5 

7,304 

255 

10 
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Closing  and  Demolition  of  Houses. 

A.  Formal  Action. 

(i)  No.  of  houses  demolished  during  year  as  a  result  of 

Clearance  Schemes  or  other  formal  action  .  52 

(ii)  No.  of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished  as  a  result 

of  formal  action  .  — 

(iii)  No.  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  individual  unfit 

houses,  demolition  of  which  temporarily  postponed  ...  — 

(iv)  No.  of  houses  in  use  as  temporary  accommodation  — 

B.  Informal  Action. 

(i)  No.  of  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings 

as  a  result  of  informal  action  and  not  included  above  ...  — 


3.  Reconditioning  and  Repair. 

No.  of  houses  made  fit  during  year  by  procedure  under  Housing 
Acts  (excluding  temporary  accommodation)  or  Public  Health  Acts 

{a)  As  a  result  of  informal  action .  45 

Q})  By  owners  as  a  result  of  statutory  notice  .  15 

(c)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  1 

4.  Improvement  Grants  :  Housing  Act,  1949/59. 

No.  of  separate  houses 

Discretionary  Standar. 
Grant.  Grant 

(a)  Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority  in  the  year  31  21 

{b)  Applications  rejected  by  Local  Authority  in  the  year  —  — 

(c)  Total  number  of  applications  approved 

since  inception  of  scheme .  256  64 

{d)  Total  number  of  grants  paid  since  inception 

of  scheme  .  238  56 


5.  Tabular  Statement  for  Year  1963. 


New  Houses 
Completed  During  Year. 

With  State 
Assistance. 

Unaided. 

Total. 

By  Local  Authority 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

{b) 

By  any  other  Housing 

Authority  ... 

72 

— 

72 

ic) 

By  private  persons 

•  •  • 

31 

31 
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Rent  Act,  1957. 

No  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  Certificates  of 
Disrepair  or  the  cancellation  of  existing  certificates. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  by  the  Urban  District  Council 
under  the  above  Act  since  the  date  of  operation,  6th  July,  1957  to  the 
_  31st  December,  1963. 

Part  I. — Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

(1)  Number  of  applications  for  certificates  .  71 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  ...  1 

(3)  Number  of  decision  to  issue  certificates  ...  '  ...  69 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  ...  14 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  .  55 

(4)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 

paragraph  5  of  the  First  Schedule  .  34 

(5)  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  local  authority 

under  proviso  to  paragraph  5  of  the  First 
Schedule  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(6)  Number  of  Certificates  issued  .  35 

Part  II. — Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates. 

(7)  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for 

cancellation  of  certificates  .  18 

(8;  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  9 

(9)  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of 

tenants’  objection .  — 

(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority .  9 

Rodent  Control. 

The  work  of  rodent  control  has  continued  to  be  carried  out  upon 
a  part-time  basis  by  Mr.  J.  Welsh,  Rodent  Operator ;  his  services 
being  used  as  necessary  to  clear  surface  rodent  infestations  for  the 
greater  part  of  his  time  he  is  engaged  upon  duties  in  the  Surveyor’s 
Department. 

No  major  infestations  have  been  dealt  with  and  the  number  of 
minor  infestations  dealt  with  have  not  caused  any  difficulties.  A  free 
service  is  given  to  the  occupants  of  domestic  premises  in  the  eradication 
of  rodents,  and  a  charge  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  work  undertaken  is 
made  upon  occupiers  of  business  premises  where  his  services  are  re¬ 
quired.  The  two  knacker  yards  are  serviced  by  specialist  firms  and  the 
wholesale  slaughterhouse  proprietor  has  now  decided  to  carry  out  his 
own  disinfestation  work. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  work  carried  out  by  the  rodent 
operator  during  the  year  1963. 


Rodent  Control.  MEASURES  OF  CONTROL  BY  COUNCIL  STAFF 

i  TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 
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VI.  Total  treatments  carried  out  includ-  I 

ing  re-treatments  ...  ...  ...  11  164  46  |  221 


24 


Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

Although  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  carry  out  any  disinfections 
due  to  infectious  diseases,  a  large  number  of  beetle  infestations  have 
had  to  be  treated,  particularly  in  almost  new  Council  houses  on  the 
Middlestone  Moor  Estate.  It  is  quite  possible  that  the  cause  of  these 
infestations  in  groups  of  houses  is  due  to  the  deposit  of  contaminated 
ashes  into  the  subsoil  beneath  the  affected  houses,  prior  to  their  erection. 

Owing  to  poor  response  from  the  food  traders  in  the  district,  we 
have  not  carried  out  any  regular  fly  spraying  treatments  of  such  premises 
during  the  summer  weather. 

Meat  and  Other  Food  Inspection. 

Particulars  of  the  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district  during  the 
year  and  the  amount  of  meat  and  offal  found  to  be  diseased,  are  con¬ 
tained  in  the  following  pages.  Although  there  was  an  overall  decrease 
of  approximately  800  carcases  in  the  number  slaughtered  and  inspected 
during  the  year,  the  number  of  cattle  killed  was  fairly  constant  and  the 
decrease  is  attributable  to  sheep  slaughtered.  Slaughterings  dropped 
each  month  until  the  middle  of  the  year,  when  a  gradual  increase  took 
place.  During  the  last  three  months  of  the  year,  which  corresponded 
with  the  period  when  charges  were  made  for  meat  inspections,  the  rise 
in  slaughterings  reached  a  peak  of  6,534  carcases  in  this  period ;  the 
increase  was  in  sheep  and  pig  carcases  examined. 

Since  the  1st  October,  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  it  has  been  necessary  for  the  public 
health  inspectors  to  be  on  constant  duty  at  the  wholesale  slaughterhouse 
during  the  whole  time  that  slaughtering  took  place  each  day.  This  neces¬ 
sitated  considerable  overtime  working  as  slaughtering  was  continued 
until  anytime  before  midnight.  Meat  inspection  was  therefore  rearranged 
for  alternate  daily  working  by  the  two  additional  inspectors  and  the 
chief  inspector  relieving  each  week  and  some  weekend  work. 

Although  the  Council  are  now  receiving  some  financial  return 
for  meat  inspection  work,  direct  from  the  butchers  slaughtering,  the 
cost  to  the  Council  has  materially  increased  owing  to  the  amount  of 
time  required  to  be  undertaken  by  your  inspectors  at  the  wholesale 
slaughterhouse.  Although  the  throughput  at  these  premises  is  insuffi¬ 
cient  to  take  up  the  whole  time  of  an  inspector  while  on  duty,  his 
attendance  at  the  slaughterhouse  is  necessary  to  comply  with  the 
Regulations,  and  for  varying  periods  of  each  day  an  inspector  is  in¬ 
active  while  carcase  dressing  proceeds. 

The  routine  inspection  of  other  food  premises,  such  as  retail 
shops,  has  been  increased  during  the  year  and  improvements  in  the 
in  the  structures  and  standards  of  cleanliness  obtained  in  some  premises 
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SLAUGHTERING,  1963. 


Month. 

Cattle. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

January . 

...  324 

88 

7 

917 

296 

February 

...  253 

130 

18 

664 

225 

March  ...  •  ... 

...  300 

93 

14 

659 

295 

April  . 

...  261 

95 

5 

509 

305 

May  . 

...  307 

114 

10 

602 

248 

June  . 

...  250 

102 

7 

605 

177 

July  . 

...  256 

100 

7 

918 

217 

August . 

...  241 

no 

8 

1071 

208 

September 

...  223 

106 

4 

1230 

356 

October 

...  249 

125 

11 

1369 

612 

November 

...  199 

129 

4 

1245 

529 

December 

...  216 

101 

2 

893 

690 

Totals 

...  3,079 

1,293 

97 

10,682 

4,158 

The  number  of  carcases  examined  has  decreased  from  20,194  in 
1962,  to  19,309  during  the  year  covered  by  this  report. 


Comparative  Statistics. 


Pre-War  and  Post  Control  Slaughtering. 


Cattle. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Figs. 

Total 

Animals. 

Year  1937  ... 

784 

176 

15 

450 

480 

1,905 

Year  1938  ... 

828 

240 

12 

252 

420 

1,752 

July-December, 
1954  (6  months) 

i  509 

67 

9 

1,035 

948 

2,568 

Year  1955  ... 

1,887 

203 

43 

4,935 

2,221 

9,289 

Year  1956  ... 

2,742 

344 

74 

7,318 

3,087 

13,579 

Year  1957  ... 

3,174 

526 

57 

7,213 

3,515 

14,485 

Year  1958  ... 

3,246 

739 

23 

6,345 

3,530 

13,883 

Year  1959  ... 

3,367 

603 

24 

9,534 

3,134 

16,662 

Year  1960  ... 

3,546 

478 

43 

10,193 

2,708 

16,968 

Year  1961  ... 

3,909 

525 

45 

10,180 

3,033 

17,692 

Year  1962  ... 

3,594 

928 

48 

12,455 

3,223 

20,194 

Year  1963  ... 

3,079 

1,293 

97 

10,682 

4,158 

19,309 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


»  ■ 

Cattle 

Excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  ... 

3,079 

1293 

97 

10,682 

4,158 

— 

Number  of  carcases  inspected  . . . 

3,079 

1293 

97 

10,682 

4,158 

— 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis  : 
and  Cysticerci : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

5 

23 

4 

26 

5 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

925 

253 

6 

430 

324 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci : 

30.2 

% 

21.34 

°/ 

/o 

10.3 

% 

4.26 

0/ 

/o 

7.91 

% 

— 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

3 

2 

— 

— 

16 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis... 

.097 

/o 

2.32 

/o 

— 

— 

.384 

/o 

— 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

4 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

4 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
cysticercosis 

.12 

0/ 

/o 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Amount  of  Carcase  meat  condemned  15,051  lbs. 
Amount  of  Offal  condemned  15,726  lbs. 


27 


Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Amendment 
Regulations,  1954. 

Returns  received  from  the  two  local  knacker  yards  of  animals 
received  into  their  premises  during  the  year,  and  slaughtered  for  other 
than  human  consumption,  show  that  these  animals  were  slaughtered 
upon  the  owners’  premises  before  removal.  Details  of  these  are  given 
below : — 


Horses. 

Ponies. 

1963. 

Live. 

Dead. 

Live. 

Dead. 

January  ... 

4 

3 

2 

13 

February 

..  — 

5 

1 

12 

March 

2 

1 

— 

19 

April 

1 

1 

1 

23 

May 

..  .  — 

2 

— 

19 

June 

..  1 

4 

— 

10 

July 

..  — 

3 

1 

9 

August 

1 

3 

— 

13 

September 

1 

2 

— 

12 

October  . . . 

. .  — 

6 

— 

13 

November 

3 

2 

— 

15 

December  ...  2 

Disposal  of  Unsound  Foods. 

2 

2 

15 

We  have  continued  to  supervise  the  removal  of  diseased  carcase 
meat  and  olfal  from  the  slaughterhouses  to  by-product  works  at 
Darlington  ;  also  occasionally  some  diseased  meat  is  sent  to  one  of  our 
two  local  knacker  yards. 

Unsound  tinned  and  packet  foods  are  buried,  under  supervision, 
in  the  Council  refuse  tip. 

Food  Premises  (Miscellaneous). 

The  number  of  food  premises  on  our  records,  operating  for  retail 
trade  in  the  district,  are  summarised  as  follows  : — 

Grocers  ...  ...  61  Confectioners  ...  19 

Bakehouses  ...  4  Cafes .  4 

Butchers  .  20  Ice-cream  Manufacturers  4 

Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  under  the  Food 

and  Drugs  Act,  1955  .  73 

Premises  registered  for  the  preparation  of  food  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  .  16 

Food  Inspection,  Visits  and  Sampling. 

All  formal  samples  of  food  and  drink  are  taken  by  the  County 
Authority. 
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Four  ice-cream  manufacturers  have  premises  in  this  district  and 
selling  their  products  mainly  from  mobile  vans.  Two  of  these  manu¬ 
facturers  also  operate  vans  and  products  under  well  known  national 
names. 

Twenty-nine  informal  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newcastle  upon  Tjme,  and  of  this 
number  twenty-four  samples  were  placed  in  the  highest  grade  I,  one 
sample  in  grade  II,  and  four  samples  in  grade  IV. 

Five  samples  of  water  were  also  submitted  for  bacteriological  ana¬ 
lysis  and  all  showed  negative  B.  coli  per  100ml. 

Inspections  were  also  made  in  connection. with  unsound  food  and 
consequently  the  following  articles  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  food  and 
destroyed. 


19  tins  of  Cooked  Ham. 

6  tins  Pork. 

19  tins  Pears. 

15  tins  Peaches. 

38  tins  Tomatoes. 

3  tins  Carrots. 

6  tins  Evaporated  Milk. 

3  tins  Steak  &  Kidney  Pudding, 

2  tins  Luncheon  Meat. 

10  tins  Chopped  Pork. 

1  tin  Savoury  Mince. 

19  tins  Pineapples. 

6  tins  Fruit  Cocktail. 

1  tin  Creamed  Semolina. 

2  tins  Ox  Tongue. 

1  tin  Soup. 

16  tins  Peas. 

2  tins  Ham  and  Pork. 

5  tins  Stewed  Steak. 

7  tins  Beans. 

1  tin  Sardines. 

10  tins  Corned  Beef. 

2  pkts.  Fish  Fingers. 

1  tin  Grapefruit  Juice. 

12  Jars  Apricot  Jam. 

5  tins  Grapefruit. 

1  Jar  Beetroot. 

1  tin  Pilchards  in  Tomato. 

2  tins  Plums. 

1  bottle  Tomato  Ketchup. 

1  tin  Ham  &  Tongue 

1  jar  Lemon  Curd. 

1  tin  Jellied  Veal. 

1  tin  Apricots. 

5  tins  Creamed  Rice. 

1  tin  Salmon. 

1  tin  Sheep  Tongue. 

1  tin  Peeled  Shrimps. 

1  bottle  Orange  Drink. 

1  tin  Potted  Beef. 

2  tins  Beans  in  Tomato. 

1  lb.  Tea. 

10  lb.  Sugar. 

1  tin  Creamed  Sago. 

J  lb.  Butter. 

1  tin  Frozen  Whole  Eggs. 

3  tins  Oranges. 

Fish  Fryers. 

There  are  fifteen  fried  fish  shops  situated  in  the  district  and  in 
addition,  one  aged  chip  van  is  stationed  daily,  close  to  the  High  Street. 
Four  of  these  fish  shops  are  owned  by  this  Council  and  situated  in  the 
Housing  Estates.  All  these  shops  are  equipped  with  modern  fume 
consuming  ranges  which  are  well  maintained.  The  proprietors  of  these 
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shops  are  fully  aware  of  the  requirements  of  the  Litter  Act  and  some 
have  provided  their  own  receptacles  outside  the  shops. 

The  fish  shops  are  situated  in  the  various  Wards  as  shown  below  : — 


Ward. 

Street. 

No.  of 
premises 

Spennymoor 

Clyde  Terrace  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

available. 

2 

Clarence  Street 

•  •  •  « •  • 

1 

Duncombe  Street 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Tudhoe  . 

Attwood  Terrace 

(  mobile  van). 
•  •  •  •  •  •  1 

Tudhoe  Moor  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Wood  Vue 

•  •  *  •  *  • 

1 

King  Street 

.  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Tweed  Road 

« •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Low  Spennymoor 

Coulson  Street  ... 

*  •  •  •  *  • 

1 

Front  Street,  Merrington  Lane 

1 

Middlestone  Moor 

Durham  Street  ... 

. « •  •  •  • 

1 

Central  Drive  ... 

•  •  •  .  •  • 

1 

Byers  Green 

High  Street 

» « .  •  •  • 

2 

Kirk  Merrington 

Chapel  Street  . . . 

« •  •  « • « 

1 

Factories  Act,  1961. 

No  complaints  were  received  from  H.  M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
during  the  year  and  six  visits  were  made  by  this  Department  to  premises 
registered  under  Part  I  of  this  Act  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Factories  with  power .  32 

Factories  without  power  .  3 

Water  Supply. 

The  Durham  County  Water  Board  is  the  responsible  authority 
for  the  supply  of  water  to  the  district  and  a  piped  supply  is  available 
in  every  house  in  the  district.  The  supply  is  obtained  from  upland 
gathering  grounds  and  impounded  in  reservoirs.  At  present  work  is 
in  progress  to  increase  the  Board’s  water  reserves  by  the  construction  of 
a  new  reservoir  situated  in  the  Derwent  Valley.  This  reservoir  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  completed  in  1966  and  the  work  is  being  undertaken  in 
conjunction  with  the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Board. 
It  is  expected  that  the  completion  of  this  reservoir  will  overcome  the 
water  board’s  seasonal  shortages  of  water  during  prolonged  dry  weather. 

Regular  water  sampling  is  carried  out  by  the  Water  Board  and, 
in  addition,  we  submitted  five  samples  of  water  for  bacteriological 
analysis. 
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The  Durham  County  Water  Board  took  four  samples  of  treated 
water  and  one  of  raw  water  during  the  year  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion.  These  were  reported  as  satisfactory.  The  Board  maintains  a  fully 
equipped  laboratory,  supervised  by  a  qualified  and  experienced  chemist 
and  bacteriologist. 

The  supply  of  water  is  from  Tunstall  and  this  contains  0.1  p.p.m. 
of  Fluoride. 

A  typical  chemical  analysis  is  shown  as  follows  : — 

Physical  Characteristics. 

pH  Value  .  8.3 

Colour  in  Hazen  Units  17.0 

Conductivity  m.u.  at  18°  C . 130.0 

Turbidity  APHA  Units  1.0 

Parts  per 

Chemical  Examination.  Million. 

Total  Solids  dried  at  180°C  .  100.0 

Suspended  Solids  dried  at  180°C  .  Nil. 

Free  Acidity  as  CO^  .  1.0 

Free  Alkalinity  as  CaCO^  .  Nil. 

Total  Alkalinity  as  CaCOs  .  34.0 

Hardness  as  CaCOg 

Carbonate  Hardness .  34.0 

Non-Carbonate  Hardness  .  20.0 

Total  Hardness  .  54.0 

Chlorides  as  Cl  9.0 

Sulphates  as  SO4  .  29.0 

Nitrates  as  No  .  0.2 

Nitrates  as  N.2  Trace 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  as  NHg  .  0.1 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  as  NH.  0.1 

Oxygen  Absorbed  test  at  27°C  (4  hours)  ...  1.0 

Soluble  Silica  as  Si02 .  2.0 

Aluminium  as  A1  .  0.5  Max. 

Copper  as  Cu  .  Nil. 

Fluorine  as  F  .  0.1 

Iron  as  Fe  .  0.1 

Lead  as  Pb  .  Nil. 

Manganese  as  Mn  .  0.1 

Fluorides .  0.1  p.p.m. 

The  residual  chlorine  content  should  not  exceed  0.5  p.p.m.  and 
is  usually  present  as  chloramine. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Main  and  subsidiary  sewers  are  available  in  nearly  all  the  built 
up  areas  of  the  district.  The  residential  area  of  North  Close  has  recently 
been  expanded  from  sixty-three  houses  and  bungalows  to  ninety-one. 
The  original  properties  on  this  estate  were  drained  to  one  main  and 
several  small  cesspools,  which  are  emptied  regularly  by  the  Council’s 
cesspool  vehicle.  The  new  properties  are  also  connected  to  the  above- 
mentioned  main  cesspool  which  will  require  extension  or  replacement 
with  a  treatment  plant. 

Several  small  groups  of  properties  situated  at  Todhills,  Old  Park 
Terrace,  Byers  Green  and  Barmoor,  Thinford,  are  compelled  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  use  of  ash  closets  owing  to  the  absence  of  satisfactory  drainage 
facilities ;  the  provision  of  which  is  the  responsibility  of  this  Council. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

The  Council  is  a  member  of  the  Northumberland  and  Durham 
Local  Authorities  Clean  Air  Committee  and  in  this  capacity  their 
representatives  attend  and  report  upon  the  business  transacted  and 
visits  made  by  the  above  Committee. 

Regular  smoke  observations  are  taken  of  the  various  factories  in 
area  and  considerable  improvements  have  recently  been  made  to  the 
main  heating  plant  on  the  Trading  Estate,  with  a  consequent  reduction 
in  smoke  emission.  Extensions  to  some  of  the  buildings  upon  this  Estate 
are  being  equipped  with  oil  burning  plants. 

Improvements  are  also  being  pressed  to  the  heating  plants  of  a 
local  engineering  works  and  a  furniture  factory. 

No  Smoke  Control  Orders  have  yet  been  made  by  this  Council. 

Public  Cleansing  and  Salvage. 

The  whole  of  the  refuse  removal  and  disposal  in  the  district  is 
done  by  direct  labour,  with  the  exception  of  small  areas  of  the  Village 
of  Byers  Green  which  is  still  cleansed  with  a  hired  horse  and  cart, 
where  a  motor  vehicle  cannot  operate  economically.  A  weekly  collection 
of  all  receptacles  is  provided  in  the  area. 

Diesel  engined  vehicles  are  used  upon  the  regular  refuse  and  salvage 
collection  duties,  and  two  older  spare  vehicles  are  petrol  engined. 

During  the  year  we  have  discontinued  the  use  of  the  refuse  tip  at 
Tudhoe  Colliery,  mainly  due  to  the  condition  of  the  access  road  v/hich 
has  been  rendered  impassable  to  our  low  loading  vehicles,  by  the  use  of 
this  road  by  heavy  road  vehicles  transporting  red  ash  and  similar  materi¬ 
als  from  the  nearby  old  colliery  heaps. 
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A  small  amount  of  refuse  from  the  village  of  Byers  Green  is  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  disposed  of  into  a  “  Crude  ”  tip  close  to  the  village.  The 
whole  of  our  refuse  with  this  exception  is  conveyed  to  the  Rock  Road 
Refuse  Tip  and  disposed  of  by  “  Controlled  ”  tipping.  This  refuse  tip 
is  rapidly  filling  up  and  it  is  estimated  that  tipping  will  be  completed 
by  the  end  of  1965.  The  Council  has  been  negotiating  for  sometime 
in  the  acquisition  of  a  large  area  of  swampy  non-productive  land  within 
close  proximity  to  our  present  tip  and  isolated  from  residential  proper¬ 
ties. 


A  Bristol  Europa  tracked  shovel/dozer  is  used  in  the  levelling 
and  covering  of  our  refuse  tips  and  a  low  loader  trailer  is  used  in  the 
transport  of  this  machine  between  tips. 

The  permanent  staff  of  the  Council  engaged  in  Refuse  Collection 
and  disposal  consist  of  five  rergular  lorry  drivers,  eight  fillers  (two 
part-time  drivers),  one  binman,  one  yardman/salvage  baler  and  one 
dozer  driver.  A  five  day  working  week  has  continued  to  be  operated 
during  the  year  with  the  exception  of  a  short  period  before  and  after 
Christmas  when  for  six  weeks  a  five-and-a-quarter  day  week  operates, 
owing  to  the  increased  quantities  of  refuse  to  be  collected  at  this  time 
of  the  year.  The  staff  recognise  the  need  for  this  variation  and  willingly 
co-operate  in  keeping  their  sections  regularly  cleansed. 


During  the  year  the  quantities  of  refuse  removed  to  tips  by  our 
vehicles  was  estimated  upon  occasional  check  weighings,  as  follows  : — 

tons.  cwts. 

3,621  lorry  loads  with  an  estimated  weight  of 
refuse .  9,233  1 1 

583  hired  cart  loads  with  an  estimated  weight  of 
refuse  ...  .  321  0 


Estimated  total  weight  of  refuse  .  9,554  1 1 


The  type  of  refuse  now  being  collected  is  becoming  lighter  and 
more  bulky,  and  the  use  of  larger  capacity  refuse  vehicles  is  becoming 
a  necessity.  This  gradual  change  in  the  composition  of  the  refuse  is 
also  increasing  our  fire  risk  at  the  disposal  points,  due  to  its  combusti¬ 
bility  and  wind  borne  paper  from  the  tips  has  also  to  be  prevented. 
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.  The  time  lost  by  the  Cleansing  Staff  due  to  sickness  and  other 
causes  is  shown  below  as  complete  days  absence  : — 


Regular  Staff  16  Members. 


Month. 

Sickness. 

January  ... 

73 

February 

48 

March 

69 

April 

66 

May 

55 

June 

25 

July 

2 

August 

10 

September 

9 

October  . . . 

42 

November 

33 

December 

34 

Total  days 

466 

Holidays. 

Absence 
No  Notes. 

Total  {day. 

31 

5 

109 

1 

1 

50 

2 

1 

72 

33 

— 

99 

— 

— 

55- 

40 

— 

65 

29 

— 

31 

82 

— 

92 

33 

— 

42 

21 

— 

63 

7 

2 

42 

32 

— 

66 

311 

9 

786 

Time  lost  from  all  causes  is  therefore  calculated  as  18.89% 
and  from  sickness  and  absences  other  than  statutory  holidays,  the 
percentage  is  11.42°/, 


Salvage. 

The  Council  salvage  collections  are  now  restricted  to  collections 
from  the  various  factories  in  the  Trading  Estate,  shops  and  other 
business  premises  in  the  district.  Daily  collections  are  made  from  the 
factory  premises  and  at  least  once  weekly  collections  from  other  premi¬ 
ses.  Little  domestic  waste  paper  is  now  received  at  the  Depot.  The 
sorting  and  bailing  of  this  material  which  is  almost  wholly  fibreboard 
is  done  by  a  part-time  operator  using  an  electrical  double  ram  baling 
press  which  produces  bales  weighing  approximately  2  cwts.  each. 
Although  this  weight  per  bale  appears  to  be  low,  it  cannot  be  increased 
due  to  the  resilient  nature  of  the  material  to  be  baled. 

The  quota  imposed  by  the  Mills  in  1962  is  still  in  operation,  and 
without  a  secondary  outlet  for  some  fibreboard  our  paper  sales  would 
have  been  restricted  to  our  Mill  quota.  I  can  report  therefore  a  small 
increase  in  our  tonnage  upon  the  previous  year  and  with  the  expected 
relaxation  of  the  Mill  quota  it  should  be  possible  to  increase  our  income 
from  paper  sales  in  the  future. 
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The  sales  and  income  from  Salvage  are  shown  below  : — 


Month. 

Material. 

,  Weight 

<  . 

i  Income. 

i 

tons.  cwts. 

qrs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

January 

Fibreboard ' 

...  6 

1 

— 

48 

8 

0 

'  Mixed  Papers 

...  5 

13 

2 

43 

19 

7 

February 

Fibreboard 

...  7 

0 

1 

56 

2 

0 

t 

Mixed  Papers 

...  12 

15  ■ 

— 

98 

16 

3 

March 

Mixed  Papers 

...  13 

8 

— 

103 

17 

0 

April 

Mixed  Papers 

...  16 

1 

1 

124 

8 

8 

Fibreboard 

...  3 

12 

— 

28 

16 

0 

May 

Mixed  Papers 

...  16 

16 

1 

130 

11 

June 

Mixed  Papers 

...  14 

18 

— 

115 

9 

6 

July 

Mixed  Papers 

...  16 

7 

— 

126 

14 

3 

August 

Mixed  Papers 

...  7 

14 

— 

59 

13 

6 

September 

Mixed  Papers 

...  18 

6 

1 

141 

18 

5 

October 

Mixed  Papers 

...  12 

17 

3 

99 

17 

7 

November 

Mixed  Papers 

...  14 

11 

1 

112 

17 

2 

December 

Mixed  Papers 

...  13 

4 

3 

102 

11 

10 

179 

6 

1 

£1,393 

15 

8 

Income. 

The  income  from  the  paper  sales  and  trade  refuse  charges  are 
slightly  increased  above  the  previous  year’s  figures,  but  this  income  is 
absorbed  by  increasing  costs  of  collection  and  disposal.  Comparative 
collections  of  paper  sales  and  trade  refuse  charges  for  the  last  five  years 


therefore 

given 

below : 

: — 

Paper  Collections. 

Trade 

Total 

Year. 

Tonnage. 

Sales. 

Refuse. 

Cleansing 

Charges. 

Income. 

tons. 

cwts. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£  s-  d- 

£  s. 

d. 

1958 

171 

14 

1,302 

12 

0 

127  0  0 

1,429  12 

0 

1959 

149 

4 

1,155 

11 

2 

245  12  5 

1,401  3 

7 

1960 

124 

1 

981 

0 

10 

221  7  4 

1,202  8 

2 

1961 

142 

1 

1,134 

4 

6 

234  10  5 

1,368  14 

11 

1962 

158 

8 

1,312 

10 

6 

230  0  0 

1,542  10 

6 

1963 

179 

6 

1,393 

15 

8 

252  5  0 

1,646  0 

8 

Totals 

924 

14 

£7,279 

4 

8£1,310  15  2 

£8,590  9 

10 
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Housing. 

The  Council’s  building  activities  during  the  year  were  confined  to 
site  purchase  of  land  at  Tudhoe  Colliery  for  Council  building  and  at 
Back  Durham  Road,  Spennymoor  for  private  building.  The  North 
Eastern  Housing  Association  Ltd.  are  completing  the  erection  of  110 
new  houses  in  St.  Andrew’s  Road  on  behalf  of  the  Council  and  more 
than  half  of  these  houses  are  completed  and  let,  mainly  to  tenants  of 
condemned  properties  in  South  Terrace,  King  John  Street  and  Rosa 
Street  Clearance  Areas. 

Relets  of  existing  Council  and  Association  houses  enabled  the 
Council  to  rehouse  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  families  from  Unfit 
houses  and  in  addition,  fifty-five  families  from  the  Housing  Waiting 
Lists,  of  whom  nineteen  applicants  were  subtenants. 

Private  building  is  also  in  operation  upon  a  two  acre  site  at  Tudhoe 
and  similar  speculative  building  is  almost  completed  upon  sites  at 
North  Close  and  Middlestone  Moor. 


Housing  Accommodation  Allocations. 

During  the  last  three  years,  allocations  have  been  made  of  new  and 
relet  houses  in  the  district  by  the  Council  as  follows  : — 


Year. 

New  houses. 

Relets. 

Total. 

1961 

72 

70 

142 

1962 

11 

99 

110 

1963 

71 

111 

182 

There  are  one  hundred  and  five  tenants  in  scheduled  slum  proper¬ 
ties  and  St.  Paul’s  Gardens  prefabricated  bungalows  awaiting  rehousing 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  we  are  shortly  expecting  the  confirmation  of 
three  additional  areas  which  will  increase  this  figure  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty-five  tenants.  Of  the  new  Council  housing  proposed  for  1964, 
namely  sixty-two  new  bungalows  at  St.  Paul’s  Gardens  and  thirty-six 
houses  at  Tudhoe  Colliery,  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  above  tenants 
can  be  rehoused  unless  a  generous  allocation  of  relet  houses  is  made  for 
this  purpose.  There  is  little  likelihood  that  the  proposed  eighteen  dwell¬ 
ings  at  Byers  Green  will  be  completed  by  the  end  of  1964,  therefore  any 
rehousing  of  the  twenty-four  families  still  occupying  condemned  houses 
in  this  Ward,  will  have  to  take  place  in  relets.  The  proposed  acquisition 
of  Locomotive  Terrace,  Todhills  from  British  Railways,  with  several 
of  these  houses  standing  empty,  will  prove  of  great  value  in  this 
rehousing. 
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Overcrowding. 

The  percentage  of  overcrowded  families  found  in  the  new  appli¬ 
cations  received  in  1963  has  dropped  from  the  13.4%  found  in  the 
previous  year’s  applications  to  2.5%  during  the  year,  1963,  and  a  total 
of  one  hundred  and  eighteen  new  applications  were  received. 


Housing  Applications. 


At  the  end  of  the  year,  housing  applications  remaining  on  the 
waiting  lists,  together  with  slum  clearance  tenants,  were  as  follows  : — 


Prefabricated  bungalows  (rehousing) 

Slum  Clearance  . . 

General  Need  applicants 

Bungalow  applicants . 

Outside  the  district  applicants 


100  tenants. 

79  tenants. 
541  applicants. 
274  applicants. 
203  applicants. 


1,197 


Completed  new  houses  and  relets  enabled  the  Council  to  rehouse 
applicants  as  shown  below : — 


Two  bedroom  sub-tenants .  17 

Two-bedroom  tenants  .  93 

Three-bedroom  sub-tenants .  1 

Three-bedroom  tenants  .  53 

Four-bedroom  sub-tenants .  — 

Four-bedroom  tenants  .  — 

Bungalows  (aged  people)  .  18 

Single  person  flats  .  — 
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The  Provision  of  New  Houses. 

The  pre-war  and  post-war  housing  programmes  of  the  Council 
and  the  North  Eastern  Housing  Association  Ltd.  are  given  below : — 

Houses  Erected. 

Pre-War  period  1936-38. 

North  Eastern  Housing  Association  Ltd. 

erected  .  280  houses. 

Urban  District  Council  erected  ...  ...  74  houses. 


37 


Post-war  period  1945-63. 

North  Eastern  Housing  Association  Ltd. 
erected  .  184  houses. 

Board  of  Trade  (now  owned  by  the  Council)  150  houses. 

Urban  District  Council  erected  : — 

St.  Paul’s  Gardens  . 

Park  Estate  . 

Middlestone  Moor  Estate 
George  Street  Estate 

Tudhoe  Moor  Estate . 

York  Hill  Estate  . 

Kirk  Merrington  Estate 

Byers  Green  Estate  . 

Hartley  Terrace  and  Gerard  Street 


1,506  houses. 


66  houses. 
244  houses. 
635  houses. 
60  houses. 
188  houses. 
104  houses. 
57  houses. 
136  houses. 
16  houses. 


Council-owned  houses  .  1,730 

North  Eastern  Housing  Association 

Ltd.,  owned  .  464 

-  2,194  houses. 

Deduct  prefabricated  bungalows  scheduled  for 


removal  in  the  next  four  years  .  100 

2,094 

Add  Sundry  dwellings  owned  by  the  Council  75 

Add  Sundry  dwellings  leased  by  the  Council  10 

Total  effective  housing  accommodation  ...  2,179 


For  the  information  of  the  Council,  the  pre-war  and  post-war 
housing  programmes  are  summarised  as  follows  : — 

Pre-war  period,  1936-38. 

Clearance  areas  .  95  houses. 

Individually  Unfit  properties  ...  36  houses. 


Post-war  period,  1945-63. 

Clearance  areas 
Individually  Unfit  properties 


804  houses. 
322  houses. 
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Future  Housing  Inspections. 

Properties  to  be  inspected  in  the  various  Wards  with  a  view  to 
possible  action  under  sections  17  and  42  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957, 
are  sumrnarised  as  follows  : — 

Estimated 

Ward.  Properties.  Population. 

Period  1960-65  (remaining  for  inspection). 


Spennymoor . 

43 

130 

Low  Spennymoor  . 

49 

142 

Tudhoe  . 

7 

21 

Middlestone  Moor  . 

— 

— 

Byers  Green  .  . 

18 

55 

Kark  Merrington  ...  . 

13 

40 

130 

388 

Period  1965-1974. 

Spennymoor  ...  . 

17 

51 

Low  Spennymoor  . 

187 

543 

Tudhoe  . 

112 

361 

Middlestone  Moor  . 

100 

333 

Byers  Green . 

35 

108 

Kirk  Merrington  . 

24 

74 

475 

1,470 

Clearance  and  Compulsory  Purchase  Areas. 

Confirmation  of  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  were  received  by 
the  Council,  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
during  the  year,  involving  eighty-nine  houses.  In  addition,  the  Council 
dealt  with  twenty-eight  properties  as  Individually  Unfit.  A  start  was 
made  in  the  rehousing  of  the  tenants  of  the  temporary  prefabricated 
bungalows  which  are  listed  for  demolition  and  thirty-two  of  the  sixty- 
six  families  were  rehoused.  It  is  intended  to  remove  these  bungalows 
as  soon  as  possible  and  the  site  is  to  be  used  immediately  for  the  erection 
of  permanent  two-bedroom  brick  bungalows. 

Rehousing  and  the  Demolition  of  Scheduled  Properties. 

Houses  demolished  and  the  consequent  movement  of  families 
in  the  Wards  during  the  last  five  years  are  summarised  and  shown  under 
the  various  Wards  of  the  district : — 
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Houses  Population 


Ward. 

Demolished. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Year  1959. 

Spennymoor 

2 

— 

66 

Low  Spennymoor  ... 

26 

— 

161 

Tudhoe  . 

— 

— 

213 

Middlestone  Moor  . . . 

2 

406 

— 

Byers  Green 

50 

— 

23 

Kirk  Merrington  . . . 

. . .  — 

• — 

3 

Year  1960 

Spennymoor 

4 

21 

11 

Low  Spennymoor  ... 

30 

— 

28 

Tudhoe  . 

140 

10 

27 

Middlestone  Moor  . . . 

...  — 

38 

— 

Byers  Green 

...  — 

— 

3 

Kirk  Merrington  ... 

...  — 

— 

— 

Year  1961. 

Spennymoor 

4 

33 

65 

Low  Spennymoor  ... 

12 

4 

59 

Tudhoe  . 

16 

57 

127 

Middlestone  Moor  . . . 

40 

180 

24 

Byers  Green 

5 

3 

8 

Kirk  Merrington  . . . 

. . .  — 

14 

2 

Year  1962. 

Spennymoor 

. . .  — 

— 

15 

Low  Spennymoor  ... 

35 

— 

59 

Tudhoe  . 

3 

50 

— 

Middlestone  Moor  . . . 

...  — 

25 

— 

Byers  Green 

33 

— 

16 

Kirk  Merrington  . . . 

. . .  — 

2 

— 

Year  1963. 

Spennymoor 

3 

— 

187 

Low  Spennymoor  ... 

7 

— 

15 

Tudhoe 

14 

174 

15 

Middlestone  Moor  . . . 

18 

54 

— 

Byers  Green 

10 

— 

11 

Kirk  Merrington  . . . 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Housing  Particulars,  Spennymoor  District,  compiled  from  the  1961  Census  figures. 
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